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2026 PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT
 Water Efficient Solutions for Sustainable Homes

Making Conservation a California Way of Life is a lifestyle Californians can achieve in their homes by simply understanding their water usage and installing water efficient fixtures. Conducting a home water survey can reveal how much water is used and where it all goes. Checking fixtures like faucets, toilets, showers, and appliances, the survey identifies leaks, outdated equipment, and general water wasting habits. This may include Identifying opportunities to replace old, inefficient fixtures and appliances with WaterSense labeled models could help the average family save 13,000 gallons of water per year.  

This year, students are tasked with performing a home water survey and identifying opportunities for water savings. The survey should address indoor and outdoor water usage and offer solutions to increase efficiency. Beyond the simple practices of taking shorter showers and doing full loads of laundry, students must propose 3-5 solutions that will help conserve water both indoors and outdoors. Teams also need to verify whether fixtures meet the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) WaterSense standards and highlight survey findings, recommended solutions, and rebate opportunities offered by their water providers. 

Teams should prepare this report by conducting a residential water survey looking for inefficient fixtures, appliances, and irrigation systems. Identify indoor and outdoor opportunities that could benefit from retrofitting with a WaterSense approved products. Local water agencies may provide checklists and resources to support the survey.

Introduction – A brief presentation prior to the PSA explaining the content of the video. Presentation must not go over 90 seconds. Total allotted time for presentation and video is 270 seconds. 

Content – Students should focus on the following when presenting/developing their PSA’s: 

· Identify indoor fixtures and appliances that meet water efficiency standard. 
· Describe retrofit opportunities to increase water use efficiency indoors.
· Share findings from the outdoor survey. 
· Identify opportunities to improve irrigation system efficiency.
· Provide 3-5 retrofits to increase indoor and outdoor water efficiency.
· List any rebate opportunities or resources offered by your schools’ water provider to help implement the solutions recommended. 
	
Clarity of Message – The message is clear and brings a greater understanding of the topic, even if they have no prior knowledge. 

Creativity – Visual and audio elements should demonstrate some elements of creativity that captures the audience’s attention.

Production – The video quality should be as high as possible. The SoCal STEAM committee and water providers may feature the PSAs on their respective websites Consider photography, sound and lighting quality.

Grading rubrics with specific judging criteria for both content and presentation are attached for reference.  Additional rules apply. See below:

1. No professional assistance allowed.
2. No use of copyrighted material without written permission by the copyright owner.
3. PSA videos may not exceed 4 minutes in length and presentation may not exceed 90 seconds.
4. Submit video through the SoCal STEAM website in .mp4 or .mov format.

Outline concepts are due February 25, 2026, and Final PSA’s must be submitted by March 26, 2026. Late submissions of PSA videos will receive a 10% per day deduction of possible PSA points.
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