SoCal STEAM Challenge
Meeting with SoCal STEAM Teachers
Date | Time 10/16/2025 5:00 PM  Location Microsoft Teams
Join the meeting now
Meeting ID: 282 879 592 178 5
Passcode: Gz6a9ux3  
Agenda Items
1. Welcome and Introductions
Schools
· Banning High School – Jose Sandoval
· Cathedral City High School – Ryan Bax
· Colton High School – Dan Heron, Chris Barta 
· Desert Hot Springs High School- Casey Heiser
· Desert Mirage High School- Matt Kreps, Jack Huggins
· Rialto High School- Mikal Thompson 
· Cajon High School- August McIntosh, Resmi Kackery, Erick Hendrickson 
· Yucaipa High School– Carl Opsahl 

Committee Members 
· East Valley Water District – Janett Robledo
· Yucaipa Valley Water District - Micah Knox, Jennifer Ares 
· City of Redlands - Myra Sanchez 
· City of San Bernardino – Devin Arciniega, Darian Brown, Jonathon Schoenen, 
· West Valley Water District - Mary Jo Hartley 

2. 2026 Event Discussion 
· Event Weekend – May 1-3, 2026
· Boat Build – November 22 or December 6 – discussion around if schools would prefer to have a boat build day like previous years or if schools would prefer to pick up the boat kits and build at school. All comments made were in support of material pick up versus building at the district. YVWD will confirm what date they can feasibly have wood ready and let the advisors/schools know. 
· Timeline of Events – Timeline of event was discussed with advisors including the fact that all waivers must be turned in for student participants. Students without waivers on file will be denied participation. 

3. Reports and Presentations
· PSA Topic- Title and prompt has not been decided. This is to ensure that the students look past simple water tips. The prompt will ask students to implement a conservation plan for homeowners to be efficient. Create a convincing PSA. “Look past turning of water and taking shorter showers.” Think outside the box. 

4. Additional Items/Discussion 
· Rule Changes
i. Score keeping – Scorekeeper and advisors will sign off scoring sheet for races to ensure transparency. 
ii. Sportsmanship award – In order to honor the memory of the late Director Hayes, the committee has decided to change the name to Junes Hayes Sportsmanship Award. 
1. Student attendees asked the committee to consider extending the PSA video in order to give teams the opportunity to go deeper into the prompt. Advisor Hendrickson supported this idea and gave some background on why this can help students truly engage in the PSA. Committee members agreed that this would be a great idea. Committee will look into if this change must be approved at a committee meeting. 

· Sponsorships 
i. Chair Robledo asked advisors if the current sponsorship amount is enough to cover all costs associated with the event. Advisor Heron believes that the sponsorship is approximately $600 short and advocated to increase the sponsorship for first year teams. Chair Robledo asked if increasing the prices to $4,000 for new teams and $3,000 for returning teams would be a better use of money. School advisors from Yucaipa and Cathedral City, schools who have been participating in the event for many years, mentioned that their tools/instruments are older now and they are considering buying new materials this year. Committee will discuss and may vote on this item at the next committee meeting.  

5. Race/Presentation Order
i. Team race order will be chosen and sent out after meeting. 
ii. Committee brought up the fact that this year time slots for technical inspections of the boats will be enforced in order to minimize the efforts/time commitments of tech inspectors. 
6. Adjourn -5:49 p.m. 
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